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The future is about new 

therapeutic relationships not new 
therapeutic technologies.

Dr John Moore at 
New Medicine Media Lab, 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Boston 

Dr John Moore trains his physician avatar
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Therapeutic relationships require 

data sharing.

NHS Care Records Service

Will provide 
individual electronic 

NHS Care Record 
for 50+ million 
patients

Electronic health and care records; 

accessible any place, any time.

Health information and 

communication technologies 
enable us to do new things in 

new ways not merely old things 

in new ways
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www.HealthMap.org

HealthMap widget – Swine Flu near you!

Its people who shape and use 

interactive technologies not the 
other way round. 

Social Networking

* Page used with owner’s permission 

Ethical issues in data sharing

• Citizens have a shared interest in the 

quality of healthcare

• Health data is personal and sensitive

• The ‘ownership’ of health data is 

problematic

• Confidentiality is not a substitute for 

consent; it is a requirement for consent

• Consent is a public good
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The future is with us; it is just  

unevenly distributed.

William Gibson


